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ñYour Future ïWhat Future?ò
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ñWithout Sustainability there is no Future ï

Can we Achieve it?ò

Å What value do we put on our possessions, 

resources and environment?

Å Should we make our lifestyle more 

sustainable?

Å Must an increased standard of living result 

in greater damage to the environment?

Å What models can we follow in our search 

for solutions?

Some Questionsé

óA process which enables everyone to 

realise their potential and to improve their 

quality of life in ways which simultaneously 

protect and enhance the Earthôs life support 

systems.ô

Sustainable Development
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Is there a Problem?

Pollutants:

ÅParticle emissions ïlargely eliminated

ÅAcid rain ïlargely eliminated

ÅOzone depletion ïbeing addresses

ÅGreenhouse gases ïgetting worse!

ÅDeforestation ïgetting worse!

The 1987 Montreal Protocol addressed ozone depleting 

substances: it was ratified by countries representing 82% 

of the worldôs consumption; it was far tougher than anyone 

had thought possible; and now 165 countries are parties to 

it, of which well over 100 are developing countries.

Perhaps the same will happen with the Kyoto Agreement, 

which addresses greenhouse gas emissionsé

Reason for Optimism

George W Bush ïGovernor of Texas (1998)

ñIt isnôt pollution thatôs harming the environment.  Itôs the 

impurities in our air and water that are doing it.ò

George W Bush ïUS President (29 March 2001)

ñThe United States opposes the Kyoto Protocol because it 

exempts many countries from compliance and would 

cause serious harm to the American economy.ò

Problem ïWhat Problem?
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CO2 Emissions per Person

1/6 of Worldôs Population1/6 of Worldôs Population

The Greenhouse Effect

Solar Radiation Long-wave 

Radiation

Causes the world to be 30°C 

than it otherwise would be

Å 2,500 of the worldôs leading scientists

Å 99 nations represented

Å January 2001 produced a ñSummary for 

Policymakersò

Å Based on data such as the followingé

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

Variations of the Earthôs Surface Temperature 

for the past 1000 years
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Projected changes in Annual Temperatures by 2050
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Projected Annual Mean Temperature Change (°C) 2000 ï2050 based on a 1% increase in CO2 per year
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Projected changes in Annual Rainfall by 2050
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Projected Change in Annual Rainfall (mm/day) 2000 ï2050 based on a 1% increase in CO2 per year
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